
SERVING ONE ANOTHER 
PART 1 

 
I. SERVE ONE ANOTHER IN LOVE: Gal 5:13 

 
A. We are to be servants. 

1. In this passage, Paul teaches us that we are to serve. 
2. In the New Testament, there are two basic word groups that 

translated serve, servant or serving. 
a. DOULEUO = literally means to be a slave; to serve; to obey; to 

submit to.  It focuses on one who is a willing servant because 
of the greatness that he sees in the master. 

b. DIAKONEO = means to minister to someone.  In a more 
specific sense, it is used to describe someone who serves 
people food and drink; someone who cares for the material 
needs of others.  In a more general sense, it describes those 
who attend to anything that may serve another's interest. 

3. The word DOULEUO is probably the strongest of the two. 
4. It is this word that Paul uses in Gal 5:13 and by its use he is telling 

us that we are to serve one another in the most devoted sense. 
a. In Gal 5:1, Paul speaks of the Christian's freedom and warned 

against the danger of lapsing again into slavery. 
b. Specifically, he charged the Galatians not to use their liberty 

as a "base of operations" for sin to gain a foothold. 
c. Rather than liberty being used for the function of the Sin 

Nature, the real goal should be love. 
d. Rather than being in bondage to the Law or to the Sin Nature, 

the Galatians were to be in bondage to one another. 
e. Having discouraged this form of slavery as burdensome and 

terrible, he commended another form that was beneficial-a 
slavery of mutual love.  

5. This is obviously a tremendous contrast to what this society 
emphasizes: 
a. Only I am important. 
b. My rights are the most significant thing. 
c. If my rights conflict with yours, I come first. 
d. If you cannot meet my needs and I cannot meet yours-if we 

can't work it out together-you go your way and I'll go mine.  
(An easy give-up attitude) 

6. This emphasis is, for one thing, a reaction against the concept of 
submission, particularly as it relates to women and their relationship 
to men. 
a. Most modern magazines that speak of freedom focus on the 

rights of women. 
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b. This focus reflects a reaction against male abuse of authority 
that has permeated world history. 

7. However, this new emphasis on freedom to be oneself, to do one's 
own thing, points to a more basic problem. 
a. It reflects the domination of the Sin Nature that is active in all 

of us. 
b. Ever since the Fall of Man, all mankind has become self-

oriented.  cf Gen 3 
c. Men have often become abusive, not only in their actions and 

attitudes towards women, but toward all other human beings. 
d. Women have often become selfish, unsubmissive, and 

resistant to any form of authority. 
e. Left to myself, I concentrate on myself-my rights, my needs, 

my interests.  This is natural with all of mankind. 
  
B. We are to serve one another. 

1. Jesus Christ made it possible for all mankind to break out of their 
self-oriented mold. 
a. In Christ, we are set free to minister to others, to love others 

as ourselves.  Gal 5:14; Js 2:8 
b. We are given the potential and the power to get beyond 

ourselves and experience the fulfillment that comes to those 
who serve others. Mt 16:25 cf Jn 12:25-26 

2. Christianity is relational.  (One another) 
a.   First, it involves a personal relationship with Christ. 
b. Secondly, we also have a horizontal relationship. 1 Cor 

12:13,26  
3.   The word ALLELON, which is most frequently translated "one 

another" is used over 60 times in the New Testament to describe how 
we as Christians are to function in a corporate sense. 
a.   There are numerous other words that are used to describe the 

same process. 
      b.   Therefore, Christianity is relational. 
 4.   This process however, must be guided by the function of love. 
 
C.   We are to serve one another in love. 

1.   In the first part of Gal 5:13, Paul is saying that it is not only possible 
but common to serve one another in an inappropriate way. 

 2.   What should guide our relationships is love. 
3.   To make the point even clearer, Paul said that Love fulfills the Law.  

Gal 5:14 
4.   The two basic words for love in the New Testament are AGAPAO and 

PHILEO which are used over 300 times. 
a.   About half of the time, love is used to refer to our relationship 

with God, the rest refers to one another. 
      b.   This is quite significant in view of Mt 22:36-40. 
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5.   Other New Testament writers verify that love is the principle that 
should guide us in our relationships. 
a.   John particularly emphasized this point as he used the word 

"love" nearly 50 times and five times said that we are to "love 
one another." 

b.   Again and again, the apostle Paul demonstrated in his letters 
that love is the most important criterion in measuring the 
quality of Christian relationships.  I Cor 13:13; 14:1; 16:14; Eph 
4:2,15; 5:2; Col 3:14; 2 Tim 2:22. 

6.   Love, as it is used in Scripture, is the guiding principle in all 
relationships, including the process of "serving one another." 
a.   Without Christian love, our relationship can be dominated by 

selfishness and bondage. 
b.   Serving others becomes a negative experience rather than a 

positive one. 
c.   But guided by the principle of love, serving others becomes a 

powerful demonstration of corporate Christlikeness.  John 
13:34-35 

 
D.   Determining my serving quotient. 

1.   Every Believer needs to periodically ask this question: "To what 
extent am I serving others in love?"  (this question has corollaries) 

2.   "To what extent are others in the Body of Christ serving me without 
my serving them?" 
a.   Some Christians receive and receive, but never give anything 

in return. 
      b.   This is not to suggest that in view is purely material goods. 

c.   There are many other factors involved in serving. There are 
Christians who: 
1) Have received the gospel freely, but are not concerned 

with whether or not anyone else receives it. 
2) Learn the Word of God regularly, but never express it to 

others. 
3) Let other Christians minister to their own children, but 

never minister to others' children. 
4) Receive compliments/encouragement but never give 

compliments and/or encouragement. 
5) Wait for people to reach out to them, but never reach out 

to others. 
6) Receive gifts of love from others, but never share gifts 

of love in return. 
3. "To what extent do others in my immediate family serve me without 

my serving in return?" 
      a.   Husband-wife relationships: 
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1) There are husbands and wives who receive from their 
spouses, but give very little in return and in fact may not 
even say "thank you." 

2) There are husbands who say, "I work hard all day, put 
bread on the table, and provide for her.  What more does 
she want?" 

3) There are wives who say, "I cook the meals, wash the 
clothes, and care for the kids.  What  more does he 
want?" 

4) The point is that sometimes we serve more out of a 
sense of duty and obligation rather than love. 

5) Then serving has a negative connotation instead of the 
positive one that God designed. 

      b.   Parent-Child relationships: 
1) There are children who take their parents for granted, 

receiving but never giving. 
2) There are parents who take their children for granted, 

never rewarding them for their responsiveness and 
cooperation. 

3) How often do we reprimand our children's behavior but 
take their good behavior for granted. 

c.   In many respects, the family is oftentimes the most difficult 
place to serve others. 

d.   We find ourselves gladly helping those outside our families, 
but neglecting those closest to us. 

e.   If we have difficulty serving the ones we say we love, how then 
do we ever really love the ones we are supposed to serve in 
the Local Church? 

     
SERVING ONE ANOTHER 

PART 2 
 

II.  THE FREEDOM TO SERVE 
 
A. Freedom in Christ means freedom from the sin nature but not the 

elimination of its influence. 
1. After completing a very interesting section of Scripture dealing with 

the conflict that often exists between a Christian's "Old Man" and the 
"New Man," Paul makes a very unique conclusion.  Rom 8:1-2 cf Jn 
5:24 
a. The question naturally arises, "must a Believer spend his 

whole life on earth frustrated by ongoing defeats to the Sin 
Nature?"  Rom 7:21-25 



5 

b. Since our deliverance is through the Lord Jesus Christ, no 
condemnation awaits those who are in Christ Jesus as a result 
of their faith and identification with Him.  8:1 

c. Then Paul goes on to describe the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
who is the source of Divine Power for sanctification and the 
secret of spiritual victory in daily living.  8:2 

d. So, the answer to the question is "NO!" 
2. Before salvation or conversion to Christ, all people were "slaves to 

sin."  Rom 6:16-17 
a. In Rom 6:1, Paul made it clear that the abundance of God's 

grace is in no way designed to encourage sin. 
b. Then, in Rom 6:2, Paul states why such a thought can't be 

entertained:  because the individual was positionally 
separated from sin at salvation.  Rom 6:18,22 

c. In Rom 6:3-4, Paul tells us that this identification extends not 
only to His death and His resurrection, but to a fresh quality of 
spiritual life that matches our position in Christ. 

d. Then in Rom 6:6, Paul again relates to people being "slaves to 
sin." 

e. In Rom 6:10-11, Paul in essence states that what is true for 
Jesus Christ in reality and experience, Believers are to 
consider as true for themselves. 

f. Then beginning in Rom 6:12, Paul states that the Believer's 
knowledge that he too has died to sin must be translated into 
action in his experience. 
1). The Sin Nature is not to keep on reigning as it did before 

salvation.  cf 5:12,14,17,21 
2). Sin enslaves, making a person subject to his own 

desires. 
3). The phrase, "in your mortal body," means that sin 

manifests itself through one's physical actions in the 
body.  The word "mortal" suggests the foolishness of 
subjugation to a  dying master in contrast to the One 
who always lives. 

g.   In Rom 6:13, we see that Paul repeats the command of verse 
12 in more specific terms.  cf Rom 12:1-2 

h.   In Rom 6:14, Paul states that God's ultimate design for every 
Believer is that sin shall not be master over them via the 
Resurrection.  cf 6:9 

i.   Then Paul in Rom 6:15, raised another question regarding 
personal sin in the life of the Believer. 
1)   In contrast to what he said in 6:1 of living a life of sin, 

Paul asks the question as to whether we should attempt 
to sin even once since we are under grace rather than 
the law for salvation. 
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2)   Man does not become acceptable to God via the perfect 
moral standard for behavior found in the Law, so the 
distortion that Paul presents is:  "since we are not saved 
by moral behavior why not go ahead and sin since grace 
will cover it?" 

j.   Again Paul proceeds to explain why that idea cannot be 
accepted.  Rom 6:16-17 

      k.   In effect, he is saying that there is not a middle ground. 
3.   After conversion to Christ, Paul states that we have been freed from 

sin and became "slaves to righteousness."  Rom 6:18 
a.   By this Paul is saying that at the point of salvation we changed 

masters, whether we know it or not. 
b.   In Rom 6:19, Paul explains his terminology since being 

enslaved to righteousness and to God is not correct in the 
sense that God holds His children in bondage. 

c.   In verse 20, Paul again states that slavery to sin and to 
righteousness are mutually exclusive. 

d.   Then in verses 21-23, Paul indicates the superiority of being 
enslaved to righteousness and to God. 

4.   These verses demonstrate that our freedom is not designed for us to 
do what we want to do, but rather free to walk in God's will. 

 
B. Freedom in Christ must be accepted. 

1.   A Christian is free the moment he places his faith in Jesus Christ.  
Rom 6:18,22 cf 17,18,20,22 

2.   At the point of faith in Christ we are identified with His death.  Rom 
6:6-7 

3.   Although we are positionally free, nowhere does the Bible teach that 
we are free from sin in the sense that we will no longer be tempted to 
sin, or that we will never sin, or that we do not have the freedom to 
sin.  cf Gal 5:13 

4.   But what we are free from is the power that sin does have and we 
don't have to serve the Sin Nature. 

 
C.    Freedom in Christ is activated by obedience. 

1.   We can know that we are free in Christ and we can accept that truth 
as reality without obeying God's Word, but it is truth obeyed that 
really sets us free.  Rom 6:12-13; 12:1-2 

2.   To be obedient to His Will does not mean that we lose our 
personalities in some corporate entity or essence, nor does it mean 
that we lose our self-identity. 

3.   Rather, we are free to become all that God created us to become and 
our self-identity is actually established. 

4.   We are set free from ourselves and free to reach out, to give, to 
share.  In short, we are free to serve God and One Another. 
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5.   Obedience to the Will of God is a process and true freedom in Christ 
is something that must be nurtured and developed by renewing our 
minds.  Rom 12:2 

 
D.    Elements of freedom: 
 1.   The first element is accepting Jesus Christ as our savior. 

2.   The second element is to appropriate the reality that we are no 
longer slaves to sin, but are servants of righteousness. 

3.   The third element to truly being free in Christ to serve God and 
others is that we must obey God.  This means that we must live by 
His principles in our daily lives.  2 Tim 2:5 

 4.   The most important element is that we "walk by the Spirit."  Gal 5:16 
 
E. Conflict: 

1.   The first thing we see about God's injunction to "walk by the Spirit" 
is that when we become Believers, our Sin Nature is not eliminated. 

2.   The Sin Nature is always present and because of that there will 
always be a conflict between it and what Christ wants for us.  Gal 
5:17 

3.   But we need not be controlled by the Sin Nature because we are no 
longer in bondage to it. 

4.   Consequently, it is possible to keep our Sin Nature subdued and 
under control, though we will definitely struggle with it. 

5.   True Freedom can be experienced when we live by the Spirit.  Gal 
5:16 cf Rom 8:2 

 
F.    Confusion: 
 1.   The question is: "What does it mean to walk by the Spirit?" 

2.   A growing relationship with the Holy Spirit is the most important 
thing in avoiding the indulgence of the Sin Nature and thus serving 
others in love. 

 3.   Christian service must be driven by the Holy Spirit.  Gal 5:13-18 
4.   Paul describes this relationship in three different ways.  Gal 

5:16,18,25; Rom 8:4-8; Eph 5:18 
5.  It is the command in the Ephesian letter that opens the door to 

confusion, since this same terminology is used in Acts to describe 
unique experiences with the Holy  Spirit.  Acts 2:4; 4:8,31: 6:P3,5,8; 
7:55; 9:17; 11:24; 13:9 

 
G.    Contrasts: 

1.   In Acts we often find special abilities to perform special tasks, while 
the norm is that the Holy Spirit is needed from day to day to win the 
battle with the Sin Nature. 

2.   In Acts the focus is on God's power to bring about a special 
experience while the norm is a growing relationship through 
submission/obedience to His will. 
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3.   In Acts there is a focus on only certain Christians having special 
powers while the norm is for all. 

4.   In Acts there was a repetition that occurred from time to time, like a 
light being turned on and off, while the the norm is to keep the light 
burning. 

 
H.    Conclusions: 

1.   In Gal 5:16 when Paul says to "walk by the Spirit" he is referring to 
being obedient to the "Royal Law" and not in violation of it.  Gal 5:14-
15 

2.   Involved is a spirit of worship through music and other forms.  Col 
3:16; Eph 5:19 

3.   The Holy Spirit lets us understand God's Word (1 Cor 2:14), and so 
"walking by the Spirit" is never in violation of His Word. 

4.   Since we also have freedom, where the Scripture does not 
specifically address a particular circumstance, we need to submit 
ourselves to the Holy Spirit to be led by Him. 

5.   The degree of your potential for service is directly related to the 
degree you have submitted yourself to Him.  Rom 8:1-17 cf 12:1-2 

 
SERVING ONE ANOTHER 

PART 3 
 

III.  SERVANTS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS: 
 
A.    Life is relational. 
 1.    As people, we are part of a human family. 

a.    No matter what kind of man or woman we are, most likely, we 
are obligated to or interdependent on another person or 
persons, therefore we must relate to them. 

b.    We do not and cannot live in isolation from one another and in 
fact should not even try. 

c.    We are interdependent on each other to meet seek to each 
other's needs in the ways that we can–physically, emotionally, 
socially and spiritually. 

  d.    Reciprocal responsibilities are God's design.  Gen 2:18 
 2.    As Believers we are part of a unique family-the Family of God. 

3.    When Adam and Ishah sinned by disobeying God, they brought a 
curse on the entire human race. 
a.    Since that time, every human being has had to deal with the 

Sin Nature.  Rom 5:12 
b.    As unregenerate mankind, we were slaves to that Sin Nature.  

Rom 6:17 
c.    But in Christ we have "been set free from sin and have become 

slaves of righteousness."  Rom 6:18 
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d.    To put this in practical terms, we will either serve one another 
as an indulgence of the Sin Nature, or we will serve one 
another as we are led by the Holy Spirit. 

e.    To serve one another from the indulgence of the Sin Nature is 
to do so primarily out of self-centered and thus sinful 
motivations. 

f.    If we serve others from the Holy Spirit within us, our motives 
will be God-centered and thus they will be oriented to the other 
person's good. 

g.    If we serve one another with selfish motives, our behavior is 
unrighteous. 

h.    If we serve one another in love as "fruit of the Spirit,"  we will 
relate to one another in holy and righteous ways that are not 
self-righteous. 

  i.    Then we are "servants of righteousness." 
 4.    This introduces us to some very practical questions: 

a.    How can I as a Christian learn to "live by the Spirit" in my 
relationships with others?  

b.    How can I continue to serve others when they don't respond 
as I want them to? 

c.    How can I relate to others in unselfish ways and still keep my 
motives right and pure regarding my own needs? 

 5.    In Galatians 5, Paul addresses these questions. 
 
B.   The deeds of the flesh: 

1.    The first thing Paul has to say about the "deeds of the flesh" is that 
they are obvious.  Gal 5:19 

 2.    But to make the record clear, he lists them: 
  a.    Sexual immorality.  (Normal perversion) 
  b.    Impurity.  (Ritualism) 
  c.    Lasciviousness.  (Abnormal perversion) 
  d.    Idolatry.  (Anything/one put in front of God) 
  e.    Sorcery.  (Drug abuse) 
  f.    Hostilities.  (Covert politics) 
  g.    Debates.  Verbal one-upmanship) 
  h.    Jealousy.  (Misdirected zeal toward possessions) 
  i.    Outbursts of anger. 
  j.    Politics.  (Selfish ambition/manipulation) 
  k.    Divisions.  (Legalisms that divide the Body) 
  l.    Heresies.  (False doctrines about Christ) 
  m.    Envyings.  (Seeking other's possessions) 
  n.    Drunkennesses. 
  o.    Revelries.  (unrighteous parties) 

3.    These activities cost one inheritance in the Kingdom of God.  Gal 
5:21 cf Rom 8:12-14 
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C.    The fruit of the Spirit. 
1.    Those who "walk by the Spirit," will manifest the "fruit of the Spirit" 

in their relationships.  Gal 5:22-23 cf Php 1:11 
 2.    These qualities are in stark contrast to the "deeds of the flesh." 
  a.   Love. 
  b.    Joy. 
  c.    Peace. 
  d.   Patience toward people. 
  e.    Kindness of disposition. 
  f.    Goodness that desires the best for others. 
  g.    Faithfulness. 
  h.    Meekness. 
  i.    Self-control. 

3.    Paul in Galatians 5:24 takes us to the point of our salvation, and then 
draws a conclusion.  5:25-26 

4.    Because of the Holy Spirit's work to regenerate us, we should be 
willing to let Him continue His work in us. 

5.    Failing to walk in the Spirit leads to three things that damage 
relationships which are the underlying motivations behind the 
"deeds of the flesh." 

  a.    Boastful-I am better than you. 
  b.    Challenging One Another-I will fight you to prove it. 
  c.    Envying One Another-I really don't like myself. 
 
D.    The big picture. 

1.    Paul's main concern in this passage is that we serve one another in 
love rather than serving one another under the dictates of the Sin 
Nature. 

2.    The entire passage is relational in nature and we must particularly 
note that the deeds of the Sin Nature are primarily relational. 

3.    This is true because all of life is relational and if we follow the Sin 
Nature, our relationships with others can very quickly become what 
this passage reflects–an orientation to self. 

4.    In contrast, if we "serve one another in love" we will meet one 
another's needs in unselfish ways, and the results among us will be 
the "fruit of the Spirit" which will characterize our relationships as 
righteous since we are not using people for selfish ends. 

5.    Thus, to be a servant to others in love, we must first of all be willing 
to be servants of righteousness. 

 
E.    Back to the questions: 

1.    How can Christians learn to live by the Spirit in their relationships 
with one another rather than indulging their Sin Nature? 
a.    The most important part of the answer is surrender to the Holy 

Spirit to be taught and led by Him. 
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b.    In a practical way, we need models of those who are "walking 
in the Spirit."  I Cor 11:1; I Thes 1:6-7; I Tim 4:12-16 

2.    How can we serve others when they tend to serve themselves and 
don't reciprocate? 
a.    The answer is that we must ask God for the strength to keep 

on modeling faith, hope and love to them. 
b.    We must realize that if we want to quit because others do not 

respond the way we want them to, our motives may have been 
the problem. 

c.    Suffering from others lack of response lets one "share the 
sufferings of Christ." 

3.   How can we relate to others in unselfish ways and still keep our 
motives regarding our own needs right and pure? 
a. We have to learn to consider others as more important than 

ourselves.  Php 2:3-4 
b.    The more people who become willing to do this within any 

societal structure, the more people will experience their own 
needs being met. 

c.    Warning:  God does not want us to go about questioning our 
motives in an obsessive fashion, i.e. waiting until we are 
certain that are motives are pure before we render service to 
others.  Do the action and work on the motives.  That is the 
best way to work on one's motives. 

 
F.    Living out our Christianity in the twentieth century. 
 1.    What about you? 
  a.    How are you relating to others? 
  b.    Are you using others selfishly? 

c.    Are you indulging your Sin Nature (or trying to) in your 
relationships? 

d.    Do you want to be on the receiving end of most of the service 
that is rendered in the relationships you are in? 

  e.    Do you experience guilt when others serve you? 
2.    Where do you find yourself in relation to the "deeds of the flesh" and 

the "fruit of the Spirit?" 
 3.    Do you pray about weak areas? 
 

SERVING ONE ANOTHER 
PART 4 

 
IV.  THE TRUE TEST OF SERVANTHOOD 

 
A.    Introduction: 

1.    Serving one another in love can be exciting, rewarding and even fun, 
but there are times when it will be painful. 
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2.    In Galatians 6:1, Paul discusses one of the most difficult aspects of 
serving. 

 
B. Definitions: 
 1.    Caught:  (Aor Pass Subj PROLAMBANO) 

a.    This word can refer to two separate things: we can get caught 
with our hand in the cookie jar, or we can get caught up in a 
sin that try as we might we cannot get our hand out of the 
cookie jar. 

b. It can be a picture of running from sin to sin, but are overtaken 
and caught. 

 2.    Trespass:  (PARAPTOMA) 
a.    This literally means to "fall beside."  It is a false step and 

obviously can refer to the sins previously listed in the "works 
of the flesh." 

  b.    It can refer either to sins of ignorance or sins of cognizance. 
 3.    Spiritual:  (PNEUMATIKOS) 

a.    Paul has also defined this as one who is "walking by faith" i.e. 
yielded to the Holy Spirit. 3:1-5 

b.    Those who are spiritual are the ones who should restore the 
person who is caught in sin.  These are the ones who manifest 
the "fruit of the  Spirit" in their lives. 

 
C.    Restoration, not condemnation. 

1.    Paul indicates that the primary interest should be to restore the 
individual. 

2.    Unfortunately, we are often too quick to judge, too quick to 
condemn, and too quick to isolate and alienate the individual. 

3. We must also realize that it is also wrong to overlook sin and do 
nothing about it.   Prov 16:30 

He who winks his eyes does so to devise perverse things; He who compresses his lips 
brings evil to pass. 

4. We must realize that the primary purpose of any discipline should be 
restoration, not condemnation and isolation. 

 5.    Our picture of Jesus is often one of a gentle restoration. 
 
D. Guidelines for Restoration: 
 1.    You who are Spiritual. 

a. Restoring a person who is caught in sin is a task for Christians 
who have yielded their life to the Holy Spirit. 

b. This means that we must be as objective as possible about our 
own Christian life.  Matt 7:3-5 

 2. You all who are spiritual. 
a. Paul is indicating that normally this is an act carried out by a 

group that is spiritual. 
  b. It is a loving, caring community. 
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 3.    Restore him gently. 
a. Gentleness is a key to communication with any person, no 

matter the type of sin involved.  Prov 15:1  
A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

b.    This does not mean that there should not be firmness, 
directness, and straightforward communication and 
confrontation. 

c.    But it does mean that are to still manifest the "fruit of the 
Spirit." 

4. Watch yourself. 
a. The most disastrous trap that we can fall into is pride.  1 Cor 

10:12  
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.   

b. Any time we attempt to restore someone who is trapped in sin, 
we will be tempted to think more highly of ourselves than we 
ought to think.  Rom 12:3  

For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more 
highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as 
God has allotted to each a measure of faith. 

c. This is why Paul makes the comment in Galatians 6:3,  
"For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself." 

d.    The application is to not criticize others for sins that they have 
committed because we have not committed that particular sin 
yet and think that we never will. 

 
E. Restoration. 

1.    This comes from the word "KATARTIDZO" which means to cause to 
mend (as a net) so as to fit, equip or complete. 

2.    It is an attempt to repair the damage, which in this case has been 
done by sin. 

3.    It is helping to put someone back together so that they can offer 
praise to God.  Matt 21:16 

and said to Him, "Do You hear what these are saying?"  And Jesus said to them, "Yes; 
have you never read, `Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babes Thou hast 
prepared praise for Thyself'?"  
 4.    It has to be done by someone who can properly instruct.  Luke 6:40 
"A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be 
like his teacher.   

5. For a local church to function as a Body some mending has to be 
done.  1 Cor 1:10  

Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, 
and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and 
in the same judgment.   
 6.    We are encouraged to desire this mending process.  2 Cor 13:11 
Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in 
peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.   
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7.    One of the characteristics of a great Christian is a desire to "mend 
the nets."  1Thes 3:10 

as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may 
complete what is lacking in your faith?   

8. We need to pray that the Lord will "mend" us so as to be "equipped" 
for every good thing.  Heb 13:21 

equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom {be} the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 9.    "Suffering" is part of this mending.  1 Pet 5:10 
And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His 
eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen {and} establish you.  

10.    Notice that "restoration" is a spiritual mending and is not necessarily 
a restoration to a particular office or function. 

 
F. Twentieth-Century Christianity. 
 1. Who is responsible to carry out this process? 

a. Every Christian who manifests the "fruit of the Spirit" should 
be involved in the ministry of restoration.   

  b. It is part of what we "give back" to God. 
2. When should more than one Christian be involved in the restoration 

process? 
a.    In most cases this is necessary when the problems are of a 

more serious nature and have become an ongoing problem. 
b.    But there are times when a one-time act on the part of a 

person has defiled the entire body.  1 Cor 6:15-20 
 3.    What if a person does not respond? 

a.    Recognize that some won't and some won't respond 
immediately. 

b.    Confrontation is a tough test of servanthood.  It is relatively 
easy to serve others when they respond and reciprocate, but 
it's difficult when the response is minimal or even negative. 

 4.    Why don't Christians carry out this directive? 
  a.    It is time consuming. 
  b.    It is emotionally draining. 
  c.    It often involves rejection. 
  d.    Many do not feel capable. 
 

SERVING ONE ANOTHER 
PART 5 

 
V.  SERVING ONE ANOTHER AND THE BOTTOM LINE 

 
A.   Introduction: 

1. As one can readily see, Galatians 6:1-10 deals with the subject of 
living a life of service. 
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2. In Galatians 6:1, we saw the service we are to render to the errant 
Believer in restoring him. 

3. In Gal 6:2-5, Paul deals with our service to the Believer who is 
burdened. 
a. As Believers we are to take on the example of Christ who bore 

our burdens. 
b. The word "burdens" can refer to physical or spiritual burdens, 

but in the context refers to burdens of testing, temptation and 
failure. 

  c. By doing so we are imitating Christ.  Rom 15:1-3 
Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without strength and not 
just please ourselves.  Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to his edification.  
For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, "The reproaches of those 
who reproached Thee fell upon Me." 

d. And we are said to be fulfilling the "Law of Christ," which is 
the principle of love.  Gal 5:14 

e. In Galatians 6:3-4, Paul tells us that something very significant 
must be laid aside if we are  going to be able to bear another's 
burdens and that is conceit which is an attitude that breeds 
intolerance of error in others. 

f. The Believer who cannot bear another's burdens of failure and 
not bear the fruit of the Spirit is one who has a misplaced 
opinion of himself. 

g. In Verse 4, Paul says that an individual should step back and 
take an objective look at himself and his accomplishments and 
then he can take pride in his life over what God has done. 

h. The reason that Paul says this is because every Christian does 
in fact test himself by carrying his own load.  6:5 cf Matt 11:30 

i. There are certain responsibilities or burdens that each 
Believer must bear which cannot be shared with others. 

 4. In Galatians 6:6-9, Paul deals with service to spiritual leaders. 
 5. In Galatians 6:10, Paul deals with our service toward all. 

6. Though our service in all of these areas is important Paul in Verse 6 
provides us with another significant area of serving-the use of our 
material resources. 

 
B. Paul's basic exhortation: 

1. In one simple statement Paul provides a basic principle for Christian 
giving-to provide for spiritual leaders. 

2. Paul spoke to this same issue in his first letter to Timothy, but in 
more specific terms.  1 Tim 5:17-18 

 3. The Mosaic Law also affirms this principle.  
 
C. Guidelines for giving as application of 6:4-5. 
 1. First, every Believer should examine his own production.  V4a 
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2. Second, a Believer should not compare himself with other 
Christians.  V4b 

 3. Third, every Believer should carry his own load. V5  
 
D. The results of obedience: 

1. When Christians serve one another in this way there is no mockery 
of God.  6:7 

 2.   Paul uses this same analogy in 2 Corinthians 9:6. 
Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows 
bountifully shall also reap bountifully. 
 3. This principle was also observed in Israel. Mal 3:10-11 
"Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and 
test Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "if I will not open for you the windows of 
heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.  "Then I will rebuke the 
devourer for you, so that it may not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in 
the  field cast its grapes," says the LORD of hosts. 

4. Most "prosperity giving" is not Biblical because it is based on selfish 
motives. 

5. But the Lord will honor those who give with the right motives.  2 Cor 
9:7-11 

Let each one do just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under 
compulsion; for God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound 
to you, that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for 
every good deed; as it is written, "He scattered abroad, he gave to the poor, His 
righteousness abides forever." Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for 
food, will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is 
producing thanksgiving to God. 
 
E. Personal Questions: 
 1. How do I measure up to God's will in this area? 
 2. Do I compare myself to others in this matter? 
 3. Am I serving others or do I expect others to do this? 
 4. Do I consider support of spiritual leaders important? 

 
VI.  SERVANTS OF ALL 

 
A. In Galatians 6:10, Paul prioritizes our serving responsibilities. 

1. Our fellow Christians are to be our first concern, but we should be 
servants to non-Christians as well. cf Rom 12:10 

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 
2. In Galatians 6:9, Paul gives the negative aspect of serving one 

another-we can become discouraged, tired or exhausted. 
3. In Galatians 6:10, Paul gives the way to combat the negative-with 

energy (ergadzomai), seeking what is beneficial in effect (agathos) 
for all. 
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4. Paul encouraged the Galatians to do good to all as they had 
opportunity realizing that we all work within the limits of space and 
time. 

5. Therefore, we need to be conscious of the fact that opportunities will 
come our way. 

6. Doing "good" is one of the primary means of revealing the love of 
God to the unbelieving world.  1 Pet 2:11-16  

Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage 
war against the soul. Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the 
thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, 
as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.  Submit yourselves for the 
Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to 
governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who 
do right.  For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of 
foolish men.  Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but 
use it as bondslaves of God. 
 
B. Some questions: 
 1. Am I committed to doing good to all people? 
 2. Am I seeking the opportunities that God sends my way? 
 3. Am I persevering? 
 

SERVING ONE ANOTHER 
PART 6 

 
VII.  SERVANT LEADERS 

 
A. Introduction: 

1. Throughout the course of human history, leaders have emerged to 
direct the affairs of society and though their motives and style of 
influence have varied, the great majority of them have been self-
serving. 

2. Their basic motivations have been Fame, Fortune, Power, Pleasure 
or a combination of them. 

3. Jesus alluded to this fact when He referred to the behavior of the 
kings of the Gentiles.  Luke 22:25-26 

And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have 
authority over them are called 'Benefactors.' "But not so with you, but let him who is the 
greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as the servant. 

4. Unfortunately, the church community also has the potential for those 
who are egocentric and power-hungry and thus seek to control and 
manipulate others for their own benefit.  Acts 20:28-31  

"Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  
"I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 
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flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away the disciples after them. "Therefore be on the alert..... 
 
B.   The Pharisees-a Negative Example. 

1. Throughout the course of Jesus' public ministry He was surrounded 
by a group of religious leaders who were known as the Pharisees. 

2. They were zealous for the Law and their "Traditions" that they held 
on the same level as the Law and in Israel they held a position that 
demanded the highest respect.  Mark 7:5  

 And the Pharisees and the scribes asked Him, "Why do Your disciples not walk 
according to the tradition of the elders, but eat their bread with impure hands?"  Matt 
6:1-5; Matt 23:5-7 "But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden 
their phylacteries, and lengthen the tassels of their garments.  "And they love the place 
of honor at banquets, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and respectful greetings in 
the market places, and being called by men, Rabbi. 

3. Paul refers back to his pre conversion days as a member of the 
Pharisees.   Php 3:4-6 

4.  Pharisaical leaders like Paul were the object of some of Christ's 
sharpest indictments.  Matt 23 

5. Within the context of all of this, Christ gave a lesson in leadership.  
Matt 23:8-12  

"But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, and you are all brothers. "And do 
not call anyone on earth your father; for One is  your Father, He who is in heaven.  "And 
do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ. "But the greatest among 
you shall be your servant. "And whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever 
humbles himself shall be exalted. 
  a. At this point Christ directed His comments toward the Twelve. 

b.  With this new Christian community a new style of  leadership 
would be introduced to Israel and the pagan world-one 
characterized by servanthood. 

c. The issue is not one of title or position but one of 
servanthood.  (The Pharisees today would say that no one 
should have a title and not realize that the real problem is one 
of attitude) 

6. One who wants to be a leader in the Kingdom of God must become 
willing to focus on the needs of others and see them as more 
important than their own.  Php 2:3 
a. This means that the person must put aside the desires for 

Fame, Fortune, Power and Pleasure. 
b. When one uses titles to get others to serve them, they have 

abused their position. 
 
C. Jesus Christ-His Positive Example. 

1. A short time later Jesus illustrated what He had been saying to the 
Pharisees in the presence of the Twelve. 
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2. Though they had listened as Christ pronounced His "Woes" on the 
Pharisees, they missed the fact that the message was also applicable 
to them.  Luke 22:24-27 

3. This was dramatically illustrated the night before the Cross in the 
Upper Room.  John 13:1-15 

 4. It would be difficult to make the message clearer. 
 
D. God's Leadership Plan for the Christian Community. 
 1. Servant leaders in the church. 
  a. Peter learned the lesson well.  1 Pet 5:2-3 

b. Decisions have to be made that will first of all give the honor 
and glory to the Lord and second of all seek to benefit those 
who are to be served. 

 2. Servant Leaders in the home. 
   a. The home is to be the "church in miniature." 

b. We should seek to lead others to live their lives worthy 
of God.  1 Thes 2:11-12 

 
E. Summary: 

1. Jesus Christ, the God-man, has demonstrated with His own life that 
it is possible to be a servant leader. 

 2. The terms are not contradictory. 
 3. Questions: 

a. In my relationships, especially the key ones, am I growing in 
servanthood? 

b. Do I spend more time looking for ways to fill my own desires 
and wants than I do in filling others needs? 

c. Do I serve others seeking to get them to love or respect me or 
as an outpouring of appreciation of God's love for me? 

 
VIII.  SERVANT TEACHERS: 

 
A.   Introduction: 

1. It is clear from Scripture that an intricate and significant part of being 
a servant leader is being a servant teacher.  Gal 5:13 cf Heb 5:12 

2. In fact, it is virtually impossible to be a successful servant leader 
without being able to communicate. 

3. Paul outlines the biblical quality used to describe a servant teacher 
in the qualifications for an elder.  1 Tim 3:2   

An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, 
prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach (didactikos), 

4. The only other time this word is used in the New Testament, where it 
is found in a much larger context of meaning, it speaks of 
characteristics of a servant leader.  2 Tim 2:24-26  

And the Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, 
patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if 
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perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and 
they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been 
held captive by him to do his will. 
 
B. The Basic Proposition-Able to Teach. 
 1. We are to avoid arguments that are of little value and worth, but 
which can end up in heated disagreements.  (Majoring on the minors) 
  a. This includes semantic arguments.  2 Tim 2:14 cf 1 Tim 4:7; 6:4 
  b. It also includes flagrant false doctrine.  2 Tim 2:16-18 

c. It also includes arguments reflecting immature attitudes and 
motives.  2 Tim 2:22 

 2. We are to "Be Kind to All." 
a. It is impossible to completely avoid situations where there is 

disagreement especially if we are to be vital witnesses to the 
world. 

b. Yet, we are to have a kindness that is likened to that of a 
mother nursing her newborn.  (hepios) cf 1 Thes 2:7 

 3. We are to "Be Patient When Wronged." 
a. The Lord's bondservant must not become defensive or feel 

threatened when dealing with people who respond in unkind 
ways. 

  b. It is a true and difficult test of a bondservant. 
 4. We are to "Correct with Gentleness." 

a. This is the first and correct approach to those who are in 
opposition. 

b. There will be people who will not respond though and firmer 
measures will have to be taken.  Tit 3:10-11 

 5. We are to "Be Able to Teach." 
a. Though this word means to teach others it has its roots in the 

meaning of "being open to be taught be others." 
  b. So, inherent within the word is one who is teachable. 
 
C. Some Personal Questions about being a Servant Teacher. 

1. Do we see these principles as applicable outside the Local Church 
within other relationships. 

2. As parents do we see the value of these principles in teaching our 
children? 

  
SERVING ONE ANOTHER 

PART 7 
 

IX.  THE SUPREME SERVANT. 
 
A.   Introduction: 
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1. When the Lord Jesus washed the disciples feet in Upper Room, he 
was not only demonstrating the "full extent of His love," but He was 
actually illustrating the subject of "servanthood." 

2. The disciples' thoughts, hopes and intentions were intensely self 
centered and they thought in terms of earthly possessions.  Luke 
22:24 

3. But it is being a servant that will demonstrate the "full extent" of our 
love for the Lord and our love for one another.  John 13:34-35 

4. Even as the Lord was willing to be a servant and provide the 
supreme sacrifice in service, so also should we.  1 John 3:16 

5. In Php 2:1-8, Paul describes this truth and  exhorts us to have the 
same attitude as Christ. 

 
B.   Christ's example and attitudes: 

1. This passage demonstrates the true attitudes that Jesus Christ had 
as the Supreme Servant and how this relates to each of us in the 
Body of Christ. 

 2.   Unselfishness:  Php 2:6 
a. Christ in His preincarnate state "existed in the form (MORPHE) 

of God" and was equal with God. 
b. But He did not consider that equality with God as a "thing to 

be grasped." (HARPAGMOS) 
   1) He was rightful owner. 
   2) He was willing to waive His rights. 

c. This shows the supreme unselfishness of the Lord Jesus at 
the First Advent. 
1) To assert one's right to a thing doesn't necessarily 

partake of an attitude of unselfishness. 
2) Hence, the Lord waived the rights that He lawfully had to 

be obedient to the Word and Plan of God. 
d. In this, Christianity is different than any other belief system, 

because it originates in the highest and best and is motivated 
by unselfish interests. 

 3.   Humility:  Php 2:7 
a. The Lord Jesus "deprived Himself" of the proper, lawful and 

rightful expression  (MORPHE) of His  deity in order to take on 
the form (MORPHE) of a "bondservant." 

b. This means that Jesus came in the First Advent to serve the 
interests of others and not just His own personal interests. 

c. He exchanged one form of expression (the glory of Deity) for 
another (the humility of a servant). 

d. When our Lord set aside the expression of Deity in order that 
He might express Himself as a bondservant, He was setting 
aside His legitimate and natural desires and prerogatives as 
Deity. 

  e. We see in the incarnation the greatest act of humility ever. 
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 4. Sacrifice.   Php 2:8 
a. To deprive Himself of the proper function of the glory of Deity 

is unselfishness;  to be born of man is humility; but to die on a 
cross for the sins of mankind is the greatest sacrifice of all 
time.  Heb 10 

b. To imitate this attitude is the most significant ingredient in 
being a servant of Jesus Christ.  John 15:13; Rom 5:7-8 

c. After the disciples understood what Jesus had done when He 
washed their feet, they understood the true meaning of being a 
servant.  I John 3:16 

 
C. Paul's application: 

1. Paul had already stated in this passage that our attitude should be 
that of Christ's, but he was even more specific in the verses that 
preceded Christ's example. 

 2. "Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit." V3a 
  a. These two motivations will invalidate otherwise valid activities. 
  b. The standard for comparison is the life of Christ. 

3. "But with humility of mind let each one of you regard one another as 
more important than himself."  V3b 

  a. Humility is the basis for unselfishness. 
  b.    Conversely, pride motivates toward selfishness. 
  c. Jesus' humility was seen in His Deity as well as His humanity. 

4. "Do not merely look out for your own personal interests but also for 
the interests of others."  V4 
a. God's Word brings balance to life in that it not only proclaims 

a high standard but recognizes human needs. 
  b. We have personal needs that must be attended to. 
  c. Only the Holy Spirit can balance this. 

d. Another test of our willingness to be a servant emerges in 
those situations where to choose our own interests would 
violate God's ultimate purposes.  Matt 26:39 

e. We must also realize in some cases that to assert one's lawful 
right is fitting and correct while at other times it is selfish and 
arrogant. 

  f. Motivations must be checked constantly. 
  
D. Our motivation: 

1. What should motivate a Christian to be a servant of God and others?  
What can cause us to imitate Christ's attitudes? 

 2. Our Position in Christ.  Php 2:1a 
a. Before Paul challenged them to follow Christ's example, he 

made the point that they should be encouraged from being 
united with Christ. 
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b. Our encouragement, our motivation to serve others should 
come because of God's marvelous grace toward us when we 
were undeserving sinners.  Rom 5:8-9 

c. Hence, when we are tempted to be selfish and proud, we need 
to think of what Christ did for us. 

 3. Christ's Unconditional Love.  2:1b 
a. Nothing less than God's love in Christ (which was a love that 

was not a response to man's love but an initiative taken by 
God) is the model for the love that Christians should have 
toward one another. 

  b. This is what John had in mind.  I John 4:11 
 4. Our relationship with the Holy Spirit.  2:1c 

a. Each time we are self-serving, we are out of harmony, not only 
with the will of God, but with the One who resides in us. 

b. The Holy Spirit desires to assist us in conforming our lives to 
Christ. 

  c. He is our ultimate source. 
 5. Christ's example of Tenderness and Compassion.  2:1d 

a. Christ exemplified tenderness and compassion and Paul 
exhorted all Christians to exemplify the same qualities in their 
relationships with others. 

b. Care and concern requires unselfishness, humility and 
sacrifice. 

c. A Christian without tenderness and compassion is a living 
contradiction to all that Christ taught and demonstrated with 
His own life. 

 
E.   To consider: 

1. All of us remember that Christ was perfect in His attitudes and 
actions.  1 Pet 2:21-25 

  a. A high standard has been set which should help remove pride. 
b. Part of "encouraging one another" (Heb 10:25) should involve 

seeking this standard together. 
c. Remember that we will not attain perfection, but that the quest 

for it will make us better. 
2. Though there is no way that we as Christians can live totally as 

Christ lived, God has made it possible for every Believer to become 
more and more conformed to Christ's image.  2 Cor 3:18 
a. Being conformed to His Image should be the desire of every 

pastor for those he shepherds.  Gal 4:19 
  b. But said pastor must be willing to himself be conformed. 

c. The standard set by Christ is unselfishness, humility and 
sacrifice. 

 3.   For personal evaluation: 
  a. To what extent do I exemplify Christ's unselfish attitudes? 
  b. To what extent do I exemplify Christ's humility? 
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c. To what extent do I exemplify Christ's supreme sacrificial act 
of love? 

    
SERVING ONE ANOTHER 

PART 8 
 

X.  SERVANT EXAMPLES: 
 
A.   Introduction: 

1. After exhorting the Philippians to exemplify Christ's servant 
attitudes, Paul went on to write about two men who are unusual 
servant examples-Timothy and Epaphroditus. 

2. The unselfish, humble and sacrificial attitudes and actions of these 
men are clear in their service for the Lord. 

3. In writing about them, Paul emphasized the ultimate quality of self-
sacrifice. 

4. A Christian will exhibit this kind of behavior only when the other two 
qualities are present. 

5. Unselfishness leads to sacrificial service and humility causes a 
believer to put others first. 

 6. Timothy and Epaphroditus both characterize this reality. 
 
B. Timothy.  Php 2:20 = For I have no one else of kindred spirit... 
 1. Prologue:  What was Timothy's background. 

a. Timothy was probably converted under his grandmother and 
mother as a young boy.  2 Tim 1:5; 

   3:15 cf Acts 16:1 
b. He did not receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit until after his 

conversion, probably during Paul's 
   First Missionary Journey to Lystra.  Acts 14:21 cf 2 Tim 1:6 

c. On Paul's Second Journey he returned to Lystra with another 
missionary, Silas, and was personally introduced to Timothy.  
Acts 16:1 

d. Luke records that he was already a disciple and an effective 
one. 

e. Paul was so impressed with this young man's witness and 
maturity that he invited Timothy to join him and Silas as a 
fellow missionary. 

f. As these men traveled together, they eventually came to 
Philippi, a city in Macedonia, where they planted a strong and 
dynamic church. Acts 16:11-40 

g. And it was to this church that Paul under Roman 
imprisonment wrote a letter and openly talked about Timothy's 
sacrificial service. 
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 2. Paul's Profile:  Why Timothy was such an example. 
a. Paul asked Timothy to visit the church in Philippi so he might 

find out how they were doing and while reporting on this 
request in the Philippian letter Paul made a significant 
statement about Timothy.  Php 2:20-21 

b. Paul meant that all others whom he might have contacted to 
do this mission were more interested in their own interests 
than in those of Christ's.  Php 1:15-17 

c. Then Paul makes it clear that his statement about Timothy was 
not made by a casual acquaintance.  Php 2:22 

d. Timothy was a Christian who exemplified the self-sacrificing 
qualities of Jesus Christ.  cf 2:4 

e. Timothy undoubtedly would have been torn between leaving 
Paul alone in prison and traveling to see the Philippians, 
because Paul needed his help and  encouragement. 

 
C. Epaphroditus: 
 1. He almost died for the work of Christ.  2:30 

2. Though not much is know about Epaphroditus outside of this 
paragraph, what we do learn is that his relationship with Paul must 
have been a long-standing one.  2:25a 

 3. We also know the following facts: 
a. The Philippians had sent Epaphroditus to Rome with a special 

gift to meet Paul's needs.  2:25b cf 4:18 
b. While in Rome, Epaphroditus became ill and almost died.  

2:27,30 
c. This illness was caused when Epaphroditus risked his life to 

compensate for the help the Philippians could not give Paul.  
2:30 

d. When the Philippians heard that he was ill because of his life-
risking experience, they were very concerned.  2:26 

e. When Epaphroditus in turn discovered that the Philippians had 
heard about his illness, he became very distressed, evidently 
because he did not want to worry them.  2:26 
f.   Paul was also disturbed over this whole matter.  He was 
anxious about the Philippians reaction to the illness of 
Epaphroditus.  2:28 

g. Paul exhorted the Philippians to be sure to welcome 
Epaphroditus home in a special way and to honor him for his 
sacrificial service on behalf of them as well as Paul.  2:29 

4. From these facts about Epaphroditus we can draw some fairly safe 
conclusions: 
a. This man had a long term and meaningful relationship with the 

Philippians. 
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b. He was deeply trusted, for they entrusted him with their 
sacrificial gift to Paul.  (2 Cor 8:1-2 indicates that anything they 
gave was sacrificial) 

c. Epaphroditus, knowing Paul's needs were greater than the gift, 
evidently did something to make up  

   the difference, risking his life in the process. 
d. Although we can only speculate as to what happened we can 

clearly see that he put others in front of himself. 
 
D. What do these examples teach the christian today? 

1. First, we need more Christians who are willing to put others' 
interests and needs before their own, particularly as they relate to 
carrying out Christ's work in this world. 

2. Sacrificial service has a cost associated with it and at times even a 
risk. 

 
E. Biblical principles and guidelines for sacrificial serving. 

1. No decision should ever contradict the direct teaching of God's 
Word. 
a. God's Word must be properly and carefully considered.  2 Tim 

2:15 
b. To take verses without considering the larger context of 

Scripture can lead to mistakes. 
2. If an activity is not specifically prohibited by God's Word (viewed in a 

full Biblical context), you have the freedom to pursue it (seeking of 
course the leading of  the Holy Spirit).  Gal 5:1,13 

3. We should make decisions with a view to heavenly values with our 
eyes on Jesus Christ.  Col 3:1-2 

 4. We have to walk by faith motivated by love. Heb 11:6 Prov 3:5-6 
5. To be willing to serve sacrificially requires placing our bodies at 

Christ's disposal.  Rom 12:1-2 
 6. When serving we need to as always be prayerful.  1 Thes 5:17 
 7. Pay attention to the Spirit's leading. 
 

XI.  A SERVANT'S REWARD: 
 
A. Eternal rewards: 
 1. Paul's analogies: 

a.  The emphasis of the concept of rewards in the Bible is clearly 
on eternal rewards for faithful service. 

b. Paul particularly used figures of speech from the realm of 
athletics to illustrate that Christians will be rewarded for 
faithful service.  1 Cor 9:24-27 

c. Just before his martyrdom, he referred once again to this race.  
2 Tim 4:6-8 

 2. The True Reward: 
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a. Since Christianity is relational and we are to be servants, it 
follows that eternal rewards for Christians focus on people-
people whose lives we have been able to touch in a special 
way. 

b. This is clearly illustrated when Paul focused on the eternal 
perspective of rewards.  1 Thes 2:19-20 cf Php 4:1 

 3.   No Rewards: 
a. The Scriptures are clear that not everyone who goes to heaven 

will receive rewards that will be given by the Lord for faithful 
servant hood. 1 Cor 3:10-15 

b. It is interesting to note that there will be  believers who will be 
saved, but not rewarded.  This is interesting since God will not 
overlook even our most feeble efforts.  Heb 6:10 

c. Remember that from the context of the Ultimate Servant in 
Philippians 2, that actions done out of selfishness and 
arrogance are not acceptable. 

 4. The Judgment Seat of Christ as related to serving one another. 
a. We all will stand in front of Him (2 Cor 5:10) to give an account 

and since Christianity is relational, it will involve our 
relationships with one another.  Rom 14:10-12 

b. If we deny the Lord before men, He will deny us eternal reward.  
Matt 10:33; 2 Tim 2:12 

c. Serving the saints is directly related to our reward.  Heb 6:10; 
10:34-35 

d. We are to serve here in love because of what is laid up in 
heaven for us.  Col 1:4-5 

e. Eternal reward is also related to how we treat  those who 
persecute us.  Mt 5:10-16; 43-48; Luke 6:22-23,35 
f.   Pastoral rewards are based on one's relationship to those 
under his care.  1 Pet 5:1-4 

g. Let us not forget that we will lay our rewards at His feet.  Rev 
4:10 

h. So our attitude should be one of just doing what we are 
supposed to do-even if there were no rewards.  Luke 17:6-10 

i. The greatest words we can ever hear is to hear our Master say, 
"Well done, good and faithful servant."  Matt 25:21 

B. Earthly rewards: 
1. Interestingly, there is a direct correlation in Paul's view of eternal 

rewards and earthly rewards for serving Christ. 
2.   Paul's happiness and encouragement were directly related to the 
response of people, not only in salvation but in their growth.  1 Thes 
3:7-10 

3. Earthly rewards then, in serving Christ, focus primarily on the 
spiritual response of people to whom we minister. 

4. God's record-keeping system has no limits so even a cup of water 
given in His Name is rewarded.  Matt 10:42 
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C. The obedience of a servant. 

1. There is one place in Scripture where Jesus describes His "inner 
man" in His own words.  Matt 11:28-29 

 2. He describes Himself as "gentle" meaning "strength under control." 
  a. It is a calmness under pressure. 
  b. It is contagious. 
 3. He describes Himself as "humble" meaning obedient. 

4. Since we are to be conformed to His image, these two qualities are 
indicators of where we are. 

 5. Jesus is the picture of obedience.  John 8:28-29 
  a. Obedience means personal involvement.  John 13:14 
  b. Obedience means Christlike unselfishness.  
   John 13:15 
D. The consequences of serving: 

1. We must all enter into the ministry of servanthood with the right 
attitude of gentleness and humility with our eyes wide open. 

2. If we serve others long enough, we will suffer wrongful treatment for 
doing right things.  1 Pet 2:20-24; 3:17-18; 2 Cor 4:5-9; 11:23-28 

3. God is faithful to His servants.  Isa 41:10; 2 Cor 4:16-18; Php 4:19; 2 
Tim 1:16-18; Rev 22:3-5; Heb 6:10-12 

 4. You will not have run the race in vain. 
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